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THE AMERICANUS GROUP OF OODES (Carabidae)
By CaArn H. Linprorm!

The specimens of Oodes standing under the labels ‘‘americanus Dej.””
and “‘fluvialis Lee.”” in American collections exhibit a great amount of
confusion. Apparently, students have been unable to make a consistent
separation on the basis of the more or less distinet and close punctation
of the elytral striae, used by Horn (1870, p. 107; 1881, p. 30). In a
previous paper (1955, p. 26) I have briefly dealt with this group and
was able to state that three—not two—rforms are mvolved which at that
time I regarded as distinet species. After the material of the Museum
of Comparative Zoology (MCZ), Cambridge, Mass., and of the National
Museum (NMW), Washington, D. C., was sent me for study, the large
series at hand convincingly showed that a strict limit cannot be fixed
between the true americanus as defined by Dejean (1826, p. 377), and
according to his typical specimen in the Paris Museum (Lindroth, l.c.),
and the fluvialis of Leconte (1863, p. 13). The latter is a northern form
of americanus and, though transitional individuals occur, the name may
still be used as covering a geographical subspecies. The insect provision-
ally mentioned as ““n. sp.”” in my previous paper (l.c.) is herewith
described.

The species concerned, black without metallic tinge and with 7 com-
plete elytral striae, are the North American representatives of Oodes
S. str.

Key to the North American Qodes s. str.

[ Small, 8-9 mm. Prothorax not perceptibly narrowed-at base..._ amaroides Cheuvr.
More than 11 mm. Prothorax narrowed at base e 2

2. Microsculpture of sternites (except the last one) consisting of transverse meshes. — & :
protarsi broader (fig. 1-A); last sternite with sparse and fine, not confluding punc-
tures; penis, fig. 2-A. — @ ; Microsculpture meshes of elytra about isodiametric but
irregular, = angqulate . e brevis n. sp.
Microsculpture of sternites (except the last one) consisting of rounded, almost isodia-
metric meshes. — Q& : protarsi, fig. |-B; last sternite with coarse and dense, confluding
punctures; penis, fig. 2-B, C. —@Q: Microsculpture meshes of elytra isodiametric,
rounded - americanus Dej

Oodes brevis new species

Length 11.3-12.1 mm. Deep black, prothorax in the posterior half with feeble
tinge of brown laterally (as in americanus), antennac, nmouth-parts and legs piccous.
Broad as americanus s. str., but convex as pronounced shsp. fluvialis. Lateral bead
of prothorax slightly narrower. Elytral striae deeper on an average and constantly
with distinet, rather close punctures. The entire upper surface is pronouncedly dull,
due to the strong microsculpture (especially in the ?), the meshes on the elytra
being about isodiametric but =+ irregular, & angulate. A similar difference (in com-
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parison with americanus), though less evident, can be observed in the prothoracal
microseulpture of the &. On the ventral surface, the microsculpture of the sternites
(except the last one) consists of clearly transverse meshes, the difference from
americanus be'ing best observed on the eentral part at the base of each sternite.
— & : Protarsi (fig. 1-A) heavily dilated, especially the 2. joint, the 3. broadest
at base. Last sternite with sparse and fine, non-confluent punctures. Penis (fig. 2-A)
stout, greatest width in the basal half. ’ | .

As typical region I have selected Virginia. The hototype 4 is from
Fairfax Co., 29.TV.1928 (A. Nicolay, MCZ); the allotype ¢ is from
Fort Monroe, IV.1919 (coll. Hubbard & Schwarz, NMW). All specimens
from Virginia and District of Columbia (vide below) have been desig-
nated as paratypes. ,

Distribution—Tezas: Orange, 10.I1X.1925 (C. E. White, MCZ). Geor-
gia (without exact loeality) (C. V. Riley, NMW). Virginia: Fort Mon-
roe, IV.1919 2 ex. (coll. HTubbard & Schwarz, NMW) ; Fairfax Co., 29.
IV. 1928, 7.IV.1929 2 ex., 23.1X.1932 (A. Nicolay, MCZ, Mus. Univ.
Lund) ; Alexander, Aqueduct Bridge 13.VII.1918 (NMW). District of
Columbia: Washington 28.IV. 3 ex. (coll. Hubbard & Schwarz, NMW,
Mus. Univ. Lund), Bastern Branch 30.IX.1927 (immature) (H. S.
Barber, NMW). New Jersey: Rivervale, 9.V.1926 2 ex. (P. J. Darling-
ton, Jr., MCZ) ; Camden 11.1916 (G. M. Greene, NMW) ; Laurel Springs
V.1921 (G. M. Greene, NMW). Indiana: Elkhart (coll. Liebeck, MCZ).
Tllinois: Richland & Lawrence Co., Wabash Valley, V.1879 (I. C. Bow-
ditch, MCZ). Iowa (without exact locality) (J. B. Smith, NMW).

Oodes americanus Dejean (1826)
The typical specimen, a 3 in the Paris Museum (vide above), is la-
belled “ America borealis’’ only but belongs to the large southern form
of the species.

forma typica

Length 12.3-14.0 mm. Broad and rather flat. Elytral strine with variably devel-
oped punctures. Upper surface slightly shiny, microsculpture shallower than in
brevis (specimens of the same sex should be compared!), the meshes on prothorax
and -elytra as well as on the central part of the sternites (except the last one)
aré almost regularly isodiametric, rounded. The punctures of the last sternite are
coarse and confluent in both sexes.— & : protarsi, fig. 1-B. Penis (fig. 2-B) with
slender basal part which forms an acute angle with the rest.

DistrizUTION.—I have seen pronounced specimens of the forma typica

from California (MCZ), Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, and
North Carolina (MCZ). |

subspecies fluvialis Leconte (1863)
Length 11.3-12.5 mm. = Slenderer, more convex and as a rule smaller than the
forma typica, which it represents in the northern part of the area. The sides of
prothorax are usually slightly less rounded at base. TIndices of width and length
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of prothorax and elytra are, however, overlapping. No differences in the micro-
sculpture, or in the protarsi of the g, could be observed. The penis (fig. 2-0), in
pronounced specimens, is less slender, notably the basal part, which is situated at
about a right angle to the rest; but transitional forms occur. Possibly, with a large
material at hand, it would be practicable to construct a north-south ‘“cline’’ on this
character, at least in eastern U.S.A.

Fic. 1. Protarsi in male of Oodes.—
A, O. brevis, new species. (Washington,
D. C., paratype); B, 0. americanus Dej.
(Philadelphia Neck, Pa.).

DisrriBUTION.—The pronounced sbsp. fluvialis has a northerly dis-
tribution : Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illmois; Michigan, New York, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire; Grimshy (pr. Hamilton), Ontario (Petit,
coll. C. V. Riley, NMW).

Specimens == intermediate between forma typica and sbsp. fluvialis
have been seen from Michigan, District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, and New York.

Fic. 2. Penis of Oodes.—A, O. brevis,
new species (Fairfax, Va., paratype);
B, 0. americanus Dej. f. typ. (Califor-
nia; specimen compared with the type of
Dejean) ; C, 0. americanus fluvialis Lee.
(Arlington, Mass.).
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Buprestidae

‘Cobos, A 1956. Sexta unota sobre Bupréstidos neotropicales. Los Mastogenius
Sol., de Sudamérica. (with key to S. Amer, spp.) Rev. Brasil. Ent. 5:203-17, 13 figs.

Carabidae

Jedlicka, A. 1954. Novi strevlici z asijské oblasti (13 n. spp. from Asiatic region)
Acta. Soe. Ent. Cechioslovenicac 51:119-28. Landin, B. 1955. Entomological results
from the Swedish expedition 1934 to Burma and British India. Arkiv. Zool.
8(3):399-472. Lindroth, C. H. 1955. Dejean’s types of North Awmerican Carabidac.
Opuscula Eut. 20(1) :10-34, (no keys).

Cerambycidae

Gardiner, L. M. 1955. Larval description of dcanthocinus pusillus Kby. Canadian
Ent. 87(5):219-20, illus. Lane, F. 1956. Cerambycoidea Nova IV. (n. spp. from
S. America). Dusenia 7(1):1-32, 5 figs. Lepesme, P. and St. Breuning 1952. Note
préliminaire sur la classification des Coléoptéres Cerambycides. (Proposed new
classification, with ouly 2 subfamilies.) (no keys) Internatl. Congr. Eut., Trans.
TXth. 1:139-42. Lepesme, P. and St. Breuning 1955. Lamiares nouveaux de
Cote d’Tvoire. (30 n. spp. & 20 new records for Ivory Coast) Bull. Soc. Ent.
France 60(7):122-128, illus. Papp, C. S. 1955. New records for N. Awmer.
Cerambycidac and a mnew subsp. of Leptura. Eut. News 66(8):217-20. Zajciw, D.
1956. Nota sobre Unzia scopifer (Klug. 1823). (key to 4 supp. incl.) Dusenia 7
(1) :33-36.

Chrysomelidae

Bechyné, J. 1954. La liste des Eumolpides de Rio Grande do Sul (Brésil) et
observations diverses sur les ecspeces néotropicales. (many n. spp. & notes)
Arquiv. Mus. Paranacnse 10(2):141-266, 2 pls. Monrés, F. 1953. Revision si-
stematica de las especies de Clytrinae de la Argentina, Paraguay, y Chile. (87
spp., with keys) Aecta Zool. Lilloana 14:5-274, illus.

Coccinellidae

Muma, M. H. 1955. Lady bettles found on citrus in Florida. (no keys) Fla.
Eut. 38(3):177-24.
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